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The Photo Issue
Seeing the Big Picture



by Robin Jennison

KDWPT PARTNERS FOR SUCCESS
    Whenever I talk about Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) accomplish-
ments, whether the topic is conservation, recruitment,
wildlife management, state parks, or tourism, there is a
common theme: partners. We could not do what we do
without conservation partners, and there are many. In
fact, I take certain risks writing this, because there are so
many conservation partners, I know I’ll leave some out.
If I do, please accept my apologies in advance.
    KDWPT partners come in many forms, but perhaps
the most recognizable are the conservation organiza-
tions. Most of you have heard of Ducks Unlimited (DU),
Pheasants Forever (PF), Quail Forever (QF), National
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), The Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation (RMEF), Kansas Wildlife Federation
(KWF), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Quail and
Upland Wildlife Federation (QUWF), Kansas Alliance of
Wetlands and Streams (KAWS), Kansas Wildscape
(KW), Kansas Bowhunters Association (KBA), Kansas
Muzzleloaders Association (KMA), Safari Club (SC) and
Audubon of Kansas, to name a few. Most of these orga-
nizations are affiliated with a national group, and many
have multiple local chapters throughout Kansas.
Members have common conservation goals; some
focusing on specific species and some with broad con-
servation priorities. They all work with our agency on
conservation projects that may otherwise not be completed. 
    The conservation organizations listed above have
goals similar to those of our agency and we work with
them on many different levels. However, the most vis-
ible collaborations may be those that include major
public land renovations and land acquisition projects.
And for some large renovation projects, such as one
completed at Jamestown Marsh in 2010, a variety of
organizations may be involved, including DU, TNC,
KAWS, PF, KWF, as well as local governments. NWTF
and PF/QF assisted the department recently in
obtaining a parcel of land adjacent to the Tuttle Creek
Wildlife Area. The nearly 500-acre tract provides addi-
tional public hunting acres and improves access to a
portion of the existing wildlife area. These are just a
couple of examples of projects that may not have been 

possible without partners.
    Nearly all of our state parks have “friends” groups.
These volunteer organizations form to further the mis-
sion of the parks they support. And this support can be
in the form of volunteer labor or fundraising to pay for
enhancements not possible under budget constraints.
For example, the Friends of Cheney State Park and
Friends of El Dorado State Park raised funding to build
the first rental cabins at those two parks. The Friends of
Crawford State Park operate the marina, and the
Friends of Fancy Creek Shooting Range help operate the
range located on Tuttle Creek State Park. There are sim-
ilar stories for all of our state parks.
    Most hunter and angler recruitment events are the
result of collaborations with partner groups including
local chapters of the conservation organizations listed
on the left but also local fishing and gun clubs, civic
groups and hunter education instructors. Many local
groups provide mentors and instructors for the events.
Members may also provide access to private land, and
it’s common for local partners to provide youth with
meals and snacks during events.
    Many of the programs supported by conservation
and friends organizations impact tourism by making
Kansas a more attractive outdoor destination. However,
KDWPT’s Tourism Division works directly with many
local partners, including convention and visitor
bureaus, chambers of commerce, and civic groups to
promote Kansas tourism. 
    KDWPT is a unique state agency in that we are
funded by our constituents and that those constituents
are so dedicated to our programs. Hunters, anglers,
campers, hikers, bikers, and outdoor enthusiasts believe
strongly in programs that conserve and enhance
Kansas’ natural resources and associated outdoor recre-
ation. And because of those beliefs, many are involved
beyond the price of a permit or license. Our partners are
critical to the conservation successes we’ve enjoyed over
the past 30 years and are why our outdoor opportuni-
ties today are better than they’ve ever been.
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“Seeing the Big Picture”
In photography, as in life, we sometimes
focus so much on the details that we forget
to see the beauty in the big picture.

In light of this theme, I have compiled a
collection of photos, each spanning two
pages, that paint us incredible “big pictures.”

From thousands of red-winged blackbirds
engulfing daylight, to the calming blues of a
Cheyenne Bottoms sunset – let this photo
issue serve as a reminder to us all to never
stop searching for the delight in chaos; to
find value in simplicity; and to most
importantly, always widen our focus so we
can appreciate the big picture.

– Nadia Marji
Associate Editor



2



3

eastern turkeys

MATT MILES
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least flycatcher

JAY MILLER

“When you have

seen one ant, one

bird, one tree,

you have not

seen them all.”

[E. O. Wilson]
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cheyenne bottoms sunset

KAROLE ERIKSON
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praying mantis

KAROLE ERIKSON
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white-faced ibises

KAROLE ERIKSON

“In all things of

nature there is

something of the

marvelous.”

[Aristotle]
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whitetail buck

MATT MILES
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cheyenne bottoms moonglow

KAROLE ERIKSON

“Peace is always

beautiful.”

[Walt Whitman]
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northern bobwhite quail

MATT MILES
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woodchucks

DAVID SEIBEL
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BULL ELK

BOB GRESS
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painted bunting

BOB GRESS

“Nature always

wears the colors

of the spirit.”

[Ralph Waldo

Emerson]
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red-winged blackbirds

DAVID SEIBEL



26



27

bald eagle

MATT MILES
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burrowing owls

JAY MILLER
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mule deer

MATT MILES

“Wilderness is not

a luxury, but a

necessity of the

human spirit.”

[mark twain]
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sandhill cranes

JAY MILLER
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coyotes

JESSICA MOUNTS
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monument rock

JAY MILLER

“Land really is the

best art.”

[Andy Warhol]
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ring-necked pheasants

JAY MILLER
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This special section features winning entries from the 2014

“Wild About Kansas” junior photography contest. Photos were

judged based on creativity, composition, subject matter,

lighting, and the overall sharpness of the photo.

2014 Winners are as follows:

LANDSCAPE [pg. 42]

1st place - Nathan Jones (18), Louisburg: “Sunset on The Fence”

2nd place - Nathan Jones (18), Louisburg: “A Shooting Star”

3rd place - Aaron Avelar (18), Goodland: “Cloudy Railroad”

Honorable Mention - Christina Craig (16), Lawrence: “Gray

Kansas”

WILDLIFE  [pg. 43]

1st place - Christina Craig (16), Lawrence: “Baby Robin”

2nd place - Chance Thoman (17), Kansas City: “Red-tailed Hawk”

3rd place - Gentry Shapland (14), Dighton: “Field Mouse”

Honorable Mention - Gentry Shapland (14), Dighton: “Wasp”

OUTDOOR RECREATION [pg. 44]

1st place - Chance Thoman (17), Kansas City: “Ryan’s Wheelie”

2nd place - Klaire Sarver (15), Lawrence: “End of The Ride”

3rd place - Cheyenne Passmore (12), Dodge City: “Keeper of

The Plains”

NEW FOR 2015: ADULT CATEGORY

photographers age 19 and older may enter the contest in an

all-new adult category beginning January 2015.

See entry form on right.

For more details on the 2015 contest, see the March/April issue

of Kansas Wildlife & Parks magazine, or visit ksoutdoors.com.

WILD ABOUT KANSAS

Junior Photography Contest
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LANDSCAPE

1st: Nathan Jones [top]

2nd: Nathan Jones [upper left]

3rd: Aaron Avelar [upper right]

Honorable Mention:

Christina Craig  [right]
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WILDLIFE

1st: Christina Craig [top]

2nd: Chance Thoman [upper left]

3rd: Gentry Shapland [upper right]

Honorable Mention: 

Gentry Shapland [left]
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OUTDOOR

RECREATION

1st: Chance Thoman

[top]

2nd: Klaire Sarver

[left]

3rd: Cheyenne

Passmore [right]

If you would like to see your photo featured in the 2016

January/February photo issue of Kansas Wildlife & Parks

magazine, visit ksoutdoors.com and click “services,” then

“Wild About Kansas.”



It’s tradition to look back before
the new year begins. Although I
don’t usually spend a lot of time

thinking about the previous year, I
think it’s a good idea for those of us
who enjoy the outdoors to take
stock of how fortunate we are,
ensuring we don’t take our amazing
outdoor opportunities for granted. 

    

“The only constant in life is
change,” is a quote attributed to
Greek philosopher Heraclitus. We
spend an amazing amount of energy
trying to prevent change when
things are good, and the same
amount of energy causing change
when things aren’t the way we
want. Unfortunately, most change is
beyond our control.

    

This past year, we hoped for
change in our precipitation patterns.
After seemingly breaking the three-
year drought a year ago last
summer, we experienced one of our
driest springs on record in 2014.
However June, July and August
brought rains and improved wildlife
habitat conditions dramatically over
much of the state. 

    

Now, we’re hoping the pattern
doesn’t change and the rains con-
tinue in 2015, so we don’t lose what
we gained. That could make things
right for wildlife populations.

    

All in all, there is reason for opti-
mism going into 2015. Waterfowl
numbers continue to be strong and
most of our marshes had good
water this fall, providing good duck
and goose hunting. In fact, the early
teal season was a record-setter at
Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area.
After being dry for two years,
Cheyenne Bottoms filled in 2013,

and hunting was very good. In 2014,
water levels were again optimal,
and the early teal season at the
Bottoms was beyond good. During
the 16-day September season, 2,500
hunters killed more than 10,000 teal.

    

There is still room for positive
change. Wilson Reservoir in Russell
County is at a near-record low level.
Rains never fell in the right location
for the normally stable Wilson to get
a big influx of water, and the level
has continued to drop. Other
western-Kansas lakes such as Cedar
Bluff, Webster and Sebelius are also
low. The silver lining is that when
the rains come and water levels rise,
fish will respond and we’ll be just a
few short years away from great
fishing.

    

Personally, 2014 was a pretty
good year. In April, I took delivery
on a new fishing boat, which is the
best way to start the fishing season.
But better yet, Dad and I put the
boat to good use in May and had an
epic day on Cheney catching whites
and wipers. Dad capped the day
with a 23-inch walleye. Then Dad,
Aunt Barbara and I spent a week
together fishing in Canada.
Spending time outdoors with family
and friends is a sure recipe for a
good year.

    

The fall started out with a couple
of fantastic teal hunts with Marc and
Jim at the Bottoms. In late
September, Lisa and I enjoyed the
aspen color near Creede, Colo., and
even though I missed Creede the
black Lab this year, I had a couple of
outstanding mornings catching
brown trout on the Rio Grande.
Cousin Brad and I continued our

tradition of opening the pheasant
season in southern Kiowa County
on Rex and Janie’s land. Pheasant
numbers were still low, but we had
some great duck hunts, witnessed
amazing sunsets and enjoyed our
company and the land we’ve grown
so attached to. A couple of bonus
duck hunts in December, one with
Gary and one with Jon and Nadia
where Nadia’s pup Kota retrieved
her first duck, topped off 2014 in a
grand way. 

    

Yep, 2014 was a pretty good year
when I look back at the good stuff.
As with any year, there were some
not so good things, but right now,
I’m focusing on the good and
hoping 2015 brings more of the
same.
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Backlash
by Mike Miller

TAKING STOCK OF 2014




